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Web child porn fuels crackdown
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WASHINGTON — Lewd photo-
graphs of children were disappear-
ing from adult bookstores. Child-
porn magazines in plain brown en-
velopes were no longer reaching
customers through the mail. It was
the early1990s, and experts believed
that federal law-enforcement efforts
were ending child pornography.

“We thought this was one of
those rare forms of social deviance,
of criminal behavior, that had been
eradicated,” said Ernie Allen, presi-
dent of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children.
“Except for a fixated group of hard-
core pedophiles, we thought it was
gone.”

But an increase of Internet-
fueled child pornography has trig-
gered a new federal crackdown. Cy-
bercrime, the majority of which in-
volves child pornography, is now
the FBI's third-highest priority, be-
hind counterterrorism and counter-
intelligence.
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The frequency at which people
who view child pornography also
n}:l!est children is highly controver-
si

The only federal agency that
tries to track the correlation, the
U.S. Postal Inspection Service, says
that about one-third of the 2,713 peo-
ple it has arrested since 1997 on
child-exploitation charges, primari-
ly for trafficking in child pornogra-
phy, also committed “contact offens-
es” against children.
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